
  1 
 

Caritas Tuen Mun Marden Foundation Secondary School 
2019-2020 S.1 Liberal Studies 

Newspaper Refection (5) 

Name:              Class: S.1LS   Date: ___________________ 

 
Please read the following newspaper carefully and answer the questions at the back page. 

Ten new measures regarding people's lives  
 

  The government has announced ten new measures regarding people's lives, 
including a reform of the Old Age Living Allowance Scheme and an expansion of the $2 
Transport Fare Concession Scheme. They also include ones that the government 
refused to implement, such as giving out rent subsidies and carrying out a feasibility 
study on introducing rent controls. 
 
  The theme of the new measures is "focusing on the grassroots, relieving people 
of difficulty". The ten new measures fall roughly into three categories: increases in 
recurrent subsidies or allowances, improvements of labour welfare, and policy changes 
related to grassroots housing and tenancy matters. The new measures are targeted at 
citizens in the lower strata and the "silver-haired" who are at least 60. None of them 
benefit the middle class. 
 
  Take rent subsidies and rent controls. Commentators used to doubt the 
effectiveness of such measures, saying such populist proposals would easily gain 
support from the public but were of no effective help to grassroots families. Rent 
subsidies will only drive rents up and actually profit owners of subdivided units. The 
government is going to pilot a cash subsidy scheme for those who have stayed on the 
public housing waiting list for over three years. It has also proposed a feasibility study on 
rent controls. That is to a certain extent an experiment. The authorities must monitor its 
effectiveness and side effects. 
 
  In theory, to some "silver-haired" grassroots citizens in their sixties who are still 
willing to work, transport subsidies should be an additional inducement to seek 
employment. But it is indisputable that the series of subsidies will markedly increase 
recurrent public spending. 
 
  Hong Kong's social safety net is in shreds, and its welfare spending ought to be 
increased. In the past few years, the government has been continuously putting money 
into this area. Having over one trillion dollars in its fiscal reserves, it should invest more 
on the future with a view to improving people's lives. But it is also quite important to 
ensure fiscal prudence in the long term. Hong Kong has a narrow tax base, and the 
government's revenue is very much subject to fluctuations of the economy. In this fiscal 
year and the next, the public coffers are expected to be at least billions of dollars in the 
red.  
 
  The new measures regarding people's lives will add to the government's annual 
recurrent expenditure around ten billion dollars, about 2% of its total spending. When it 
makes assessments of its future finances, it must not be overly optimistic. It ought to 
have alternative plans. 

 
https://news.mingpao.com/pns/%e8%8b%b1%e6%96%87/article/20200116/s00017/1579114030068/editorial-ten-new-measures-regarding-people-s-lives 
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What: 
(Hint: What is the 

main controversy 

and concepts of LS 

are mentioned in 

the news above?) 

                              

                                          

                      

                                

When: 
(Hint: In what time 

did the above news 

break out?) 

                    

                    

Where: 
(Hint: In what 

place did the above 

news take place?) 

                    

                    

Who: 
(Hint: What kind of 

people are involved 

in the above news? 

Mention THREE.) 

l                                                             

l                                                             

l                                                             

Why: 
(Hint: Why the 

character would 

have such action in 

this news?) 

                   

                   

                   

                                

                    

Reflection 
(30-50 words): 
(Hint: What are 

your feelings/ 

opinions towards 

the news above? 

Any suggestion/ 

solutions to solve 

the problem or 

situation mentioned 

above?) 
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