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2019-2020 S.6 Liberal Studies 

Newspaper Refection (1) – M2 Hong Kong Today & M5 Public Health 

Name:              Class: S.6LS   Date: ___________________ 

Source A 
Read the following newspaper carefully and answer the questions at the back page. 

Medical staff must do their duty 
  

 Many citizens, including our dedicated and hard-working medics, are living in fear as the 
Wuhan coronavirus spreads. But it is extremely upsetting to learn that some medical staff took 
sick leave in protest against the administration's refusal to completely close the border with 
China to keep mainlanders from entering Hong Kong. 
 Although the emergency steps announced by Chief Executive Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet-ngor 
to shut down the West Kowloon express rail terminus and some check-points stop short of totally 
closing the border, they greatly reduce the number of arrivals from the mainland. 
 As top microbiologist Yuen Kwok-yung has said, Lam's steps may be too little too late, but 
they are in the right direction. As everyone is all too aware, public hospitals are short of staff and 
the public health threat posed by the new coronavirus emergency is stretching the limits. 
 Yet doctors and nurses are expected to carry out their duties regardless. Nobody can 
underestimate the danger of working at hospitals amid a public health crisis - who can forget the 
doctors and nurses who lost their lives while fighting the SARS epidemic in 2002 and 2003? 
 However, it is exactly during a public health crisis that it is all the more important for them to 
carry out their duties. Dozens of nurses at Eastern, Pok Oi and Princess Margaret hospitals took 
"sick leave" over their disagreement with the government. Their actions left some hospital 
departments badly understaffed. It has also been reported that some medics are planning a strike 
on Monday to press the government to close the border totally. 
 Imposing penalties could very well escalate already-heated sentiments, aggravate the dire 
situation in our hospitals and worsen the crisis. Instead, the authority's senior management 
should handle the grievances of the medical professionals with great care to avoid increasing 
conflicts. 
 There have been reports of a shortage of protective gear for frontline medical workers. 
Government policymakers must also do their part to address all concerns. Yesterday, it was 
alarming to see a rush for masks and a run on food and groceries amid growing tempers and 
heated arguments. 
 Quick and forceful actions are warranted to assure the population that everything is under 
control. Otherwise, the community will quickly lose faith in the government's ability to handle the 
worst health crisis since SARS. 

 
https://www.thestandard.com.hk/section-news/section/17/215785/Medical-staff-must-do-their-duty 
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What: 
(Hint: What is the 

main controversy 

and concepts of LS 

are mentioned in 

the news above?) 

                              

                                          

                      

                                

When: 
(Hint: In what time 

did the above news 

break out?) 

                    

                    

Where: 
(Hint: In what 

place did the above 

news take place?) 

                    

                    

Who: 
(Hint: What kind of 

people are involved 

in the above news? 

Mention THREE.) 

l                                                             

l                                                             

l                                                             

Why: 
(Hint: Why the 

character would 

have such action in 

this news?) 

                   

                   

                   

                                

DSE Question Practice: 
Identify and explain the public health risk highlighted in Source A. (4 marks) 

                        

                       

                       

                          

                       

                       

                        
 


