
S.4 English Language - Comprehension Exercise 
Extended Holiday Assignment (Week 9– 30 March -3 April 2020)  
 
Topic: Chinese Twelve Zodiac Animals 
 
In the Chinese calendar, there are twelve zodiac animals. The twelve animals form a twelve-year cycle, 
each occupying a year. Similar to the western horoscope, each zodiac personality is associated with an 
animal which represents it. People of the same zodiac animal but of different years may have different 
personalities because there are twelve animals in a sixty-year cycle and each has five possible elements, 
namely metal, wood, water, fire and earth. In other words, there are 60 possible combinations.  
 
Below is a general summary of the personality associated with each zodiac animal: 
 
A. Rat—People born under this sign have strong leadership skills. They are intelligent, attractive, 

charming and generous to loved ones. However, they can be stubborn, lustful, selfish and 
dangerous. 

B. Ox—These people are reliable, hardworking, modest and patient. Ox people have very logical 
minds and are extremely systematic in what they do. Yet, they may easily become nervous and 
anxious. 

C. Tiger—People born under this sign are overwhelming. It is very difficult to resist them. They are 
warm-hearted, enthusiastic, open and frank. They also like taking up challenges. However, if they 
cannot do what they want to do, they can be inflexible and self-centred. 

D. Rabbit—These are mild people who do not get angry easily. They are also generous and have 
good interpersonal relationships, and thus are excellent team players. Yet, they are overly 
emotional and dependant, and have difficulty resisting the desire to buy things. 

E. Dragon—These people are born with power and luck. They are generous, creative, self-confident 
and active. However, they are demanding and have strong reactions if others cannot do what they 
expect to be done. 

F. Snake—They are smart, honest, polite and helpful. They are also confident but sometimes too 
confident to take advice from others. Yet, they sometimes tend to be feel lonely and defeated.  

G. Horse—They are extremely independent, confident and persuasive. They are also quick-witted 
and determined. They enjoy being the centre of attention. However, they lack patience, are selfish 
and ill-tempered. 

H. Goat—They are very artistic and fashionable. They have great creativity. However, they are 
indecisive and pessimistic.  

I. Monkey—These people are quick-witted and able to make the right decisions. They are also 
active and sociable. However, they are sometimes dishonest, complacent and extravagant.  

J. Rooster—They are good observers. They are also brave and optimistic. They love to attract 



attention. They are highly interested in dressing so they are always well dressed and tidy. However, 
they are too straightforward to maintain good relationships with others. Besides, they are not 
willing to take advice from others. 

K. Dog—People born under this sign are loyal and reliable. They are always the ones people turn to 
in trouble. They are honest and intelligent. However, they may get upset and shocked more often. 
They are also highly emotional. 

L. Pig—They are honest, straightforward and patient. They never tease or lie to others but they tend 
to be teased and lied to. They are conservative and unwilling to adapt to changes.  

 
Answer the following based on information given in the passage. 
 
You work for an employment agency. One of your clients Mr Chan is very superstitious and he will 
only employ those born under the appropriate zodiac animal signs. Read his requirements carefully 
and complete the table below according to the passage. Write the letter(s) (A-L) for your selection(s) 
next to each question. Each letter can be used more than once. 
 

Position and Requirements Animal Sign(s) 
Designer: good at art; creative; strong fashion sense 1. ____________________ 
Sales Representative: able to work independently; 
persuasive 2. ____________________ 
Marketing Officer: mild; excellent interpersonal skills 3. ____________________ 
Secretary: systematic; patient; reliable 4. ____________________ 
Executive Officers: quick-witted, independent; able to 
make right decisions. 5. ____________________ 
Security Guard: brave; observant   6. ____________________ 
Customer Service Officer: polite; helpful 7. ____________________ 
 
8.  When we ‘turn to’ somebody, we tend to  
A. rely on him. 
B. dislike him. 
C. question him. 
D. like him.              □ 
 
9.   The word ‘conservative’ means  
A. likely to be rich and greedy. 
B. opposed to great or sudden change. 
C. lower than what is probably the real amount or number. 
D. a supporter of the British Conservative Party.      □ 



 
10. Do you think the twelve zodiac animals are a reliable way to tell what a person is like? Why? 
______________________________________________________________________________ 


