
S.4 English Language - Grammar Exercise 
Extended Holiday Assignment (Week 14 – 4-8 May 2020) 
Topic – Comparative Adjectives (1) 
 
comparative adjective/adverb + than 
  We can use a comparative adjective/adverb + than to make comparisons.
  Adam is taller than his mother. 
  Adam runs faster than Sandy. 
1 Before a comparative adjective or adverb, we can use a bit, a little, (very) much,  

a lot, far (= very much), etc. 
It’s a bit colder today than yesterday. 

2 When we compare more than two people or things, we use: 
• the + superlative adjective/adverb + in/of 

  This is the oldest temple in the territory. 
  Yesterday was the hottest day of the year. 
  Of all the books I’ve read, this is the best. 
3 the + superlative + relative clause 
  It is the best film (that) I’ve ever seen. 
  We can use by far before a superlative. 
  It is by far the longest river in the country. 
 
Comparative and superlative forms: 
•  one-syllable adjectives 
 We use -er for the comparative and -est for the  
 superlative of most one-syllable adjectives. 
  small     smaller      smallest 

Note how -er and -est combine with these  
   adjectives: 
    nice    nicer    nicest 
    hot     hotter    hottest 
    clean    cleaner    cleanest 
    low     lower    lowest 
 two-syllable adjectives 
 We usually put more/most before two-syllable  
 adjectives. 
  serious    more serious   most serious 
 But we add -er/-est if the adjectives end in -er or -y. 
  easy     easier     easiest 



  clever     cleverer     cleverest 
 
 
 We can use either -er/-est or more/most with some  
 two-syllable adjectives. 
  clever     cleverer      cleverest 
       more clever     most clever 
  quiet     quieter      quietest 
       more quiet     most quiet 
 adjectives of three or more syllables 
 We use more/most with adjectives of three or more syllables. 
  interesting   more interesting   most interesting 
 irregular forms 
 Some adjectives and adverbs have irregular comparative and  superlative 

forms. 
 e.g. 
 

 
 
 Some adjectives and adverbs have both regular and irregular  forms. 
 e.g. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A. Read the first sentence. Then finish the second sentence by using the given words.  
The first one has been done for you as an example. 
 

1  important/money 
 Don’t work too hard, Sam. Good health is   more important than money.                               
                                                                      
  
2 easy/previous one 
 I think I’ve passed the test. It was much                                   
                                                                       
 
3  good tennis player/Carmen  
 Ben’s been playing tennis for years, that’s why he’s a                          
                                                                        
 
4 cheap/bus 
 If you aren’t in a hurry, I suggest you take the tram. It’s                          
                                                                        
 
5  noisy/ours  
 Sue’s flat is larger than the one we’re living in, but I prefer 
 ours. Her flat’s on the ground floor so it’s                                    
                                                                          
 
6 long/I 
 If you want to know more about Tony, ask Mary. She’s known him                
                                                                         
 
B. Respond to the statements by using the words given. The first one has been done 

for you as an example. 
 

1  good/hotel 
 Your friend  Is this hotel comfortable? 
 You   Oh, yes! This is ___the best hotel_____ I’ve ever stayed in. 

 
2 delicious/meal 
 Your friend  I enjoyed our dinner. What about you? 
 You   I did, too. In fact, it was ______________________________ I’ve  



had in a long time. 
3  difficult/decision 
 Your friend  Is it true you’re leaving the company? 
 You   Yes, and frankly, it’s ____________________________________  

I’ve ever had to make. 
 
4  difficult/question/all 
 Your friend  I couldn’t answer the last question in the test. 
 You   Neither could I. I think it was                              
 
5  popular/singer/Hong Kong 
 Your friend  Does Jacky Cheung still have a lot of fans? 
 You      I think so. He used to be                                  
 
6  famous/buildings/the world 
 Your friend  Did you visit the Sydney Opera House while you were in  

Australia? 
 You      How could I have missed it? It’s one of                        
                                                                       
      
 
 
 
 
Source: Developing Skills Grammar & Usage Set A Unit 20 P.146 


